Thai vowels chart

The vowels as short and long pairs. Length matters: it decides whether a syllable with no final consonant is live or dead, and so
which tone it takes. The consonant is shown as a placeholder where the vowel sits around it.

@ shortvowel @ Long vowel

Q)+

sara a
Short "a" as in "ago", stopped
abruptly.
Written after the consonant.
With a final: &

2z ja, will (marks the future)

a1

sara aa
Long "aa" as in "father", held for a full
beat.
Written after the consonant.
No change with a final.

11 maa, to come

(=)

Q|

sarai
Short "i" as in "sit".
Written above the consonant.
No change with a final.

fAiu gin, to eat

Q]

sara ii
Long "ee" as in "see".

Written above the consonant.
No change with a final.

@ dii, good

(=]

Q]

sara ue
Short unrounded "ue" — the "o0" of
"book" with your lips spread flat, not
rounded.
Written above the consonant.
No change with a final.

w1y nueng, one

="
sara uue
The same unrounded sound, held

long.

Written above the consonant.
With a final: 8

iia mue, hand

Q)

Q
sarau
Short "u" as in "put".
Written below the consonant.
No change with a final.

A& khun, you (polite)

Q|

U
sara uu
Long "oo0" as in "moon".

Written below the consonant.
No change with a final.

@ duu, to look

Lae

sarae
Short "e" as in "pet".

Written around the consonant.
With a final: 18

e te, to kick

L

sara ee
Long "ay" as in "may", without the
glide at the end.
Written before the consonant.
No change with a final.

nza thalee, sea

{12}~

sara ae
Short "a" as in "cat".

Written around the consonant.
With a final: u8

Nz gae, sheep

LLe

sara aae
The same open "a", held long.

Written before the consonant.
No change with a final.

wii mae, mother

las

sara o
Short "o0" as in "go", cut off.

Written around the consonant.
With a final consonant it is not written.

16z to, table

la

sara oo
Long "oh" as in "go", held.

Written before the consonant.
No change with a final.

& dto, big

Lae

sara o (open)
Short "0" as in "hot".

Written around the consonant.
With a final: 8a

LAz gor, island

AN

sara or
Long "aw" as in "law".

Written after the consonant.
No change with a final.

ua khor, to ask for

laee

sara oe
Short "u" as in "burn", without the r.

Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.

lae

sara oee
Long "u" as in "burn", without the r.

Written around the consonant.
With a final: 18

158 thoe, you, she

P="
Llaee

sara ia (short)
A clipped "ia".

Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.

=]
sara ia
Glides from "ee" to "a", like the "ia" in
"idea".
Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.
& sia, to be broken, to lose

P="]
A}
sara uea (short)

A clipped "uea".

Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.

[="]
sara uea
Glides from the unrounded "ue"
toward "a" — lips relaxed, never
rounded.
Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.

150 ruea, boat

Some vowels change shape when a final consonant closes the syllable. The

last line of each form says how.

Qs
Qp}
sara ua (short)

Aclipped "ua".

Written around the consonant.
No change with a final.

2P

Glides from "00" to "a".

Written around the consonant.
With a final: @3

61 dtua, body, classifier for animals
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